
 

Draft Minutes  
Special Meeting of the Board of the Town of Vermont 

Jan 18, 2022 
7:00 P.M.  

Meeting by phone only 
To listen to the meeting by phone, please dial 608-424-8062 

 
In attendance, Karen, Doug, Alex, Autumn 

 
1. Call to order certification of notice posting 
Karen called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Katie certified that the meeting had been published on the town 
website, the door of town hall, at least three physical locations and emailed to subscribers. 
 
2. Approval of agenda 
Alex motioned to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0 
 
3. Consideration and possible approval of ordinance establishing temporary moratorium on the submission and 
acceptance of applications for conditional use of property for short-term rentals 
 
As we have had two more applications come to the planning commission since the last board meeting, a 
discussion on how to proceed was needed. It would be possible to impose an ordinance of moratorium with a 
legitimate planning justification and a specific time line. However, like any other ordinance, it would require a 
first and second reading and the chair did not feel we really needed even that much time.  Doug pointed out 
that with the work that has been done this week they are already very close to having their criteria in place. 
Karen made a motion that the town not impose a moratorium on short term rental applications at this time.  The 
motion was seconded and carried 4-0. 
 
4. Discussion regarding Wisconsin State Statutes and Dane County zoning ordinance relating to short-term 
rentals 
 
Karen read the relevant statutes (66.1014) and the relevant portion of the Dane County Zoning Ordinance for 
the benefit of those listening by phone. The board noted that the limitation on numbers of guests is largely 
based on septic system size, and already controlled by the county in that regard.  The town is able to issue a 
license for short-term rentals and there are other towns in Dane county that have done so.  The board looked 
at and discussed ordinances enacted in the towns of Holland and Westport as examples. 
Karen made a motion for the Town of Vermont to pursue drafting a local short term rentals ordinance. The 
motion was seconded and carried 3-0-1 with Autumn abstaining.  
 
 
5. Discussion and next steps regarding the development of a standard review process for conditional use 
permits for short-term rentals 
 
The town would like to use the ordinance for the town of Holland as a jumping off point and work with their 
attorney to fit the language and criteria for the town of Vermont.  The board asks that the planning commission 
look it over and provide input at their upcoming Jan 31 meeting and the board will plan to do a first reading of 
the newly crafted ordinance at their Feb 14 board meeting. Nathan McGree from Tyrol basin asks that the town 
consider options for properties to be made available for more than 180 days a year and voiced concern about 
the increases in paperwork and fees. The chair made it clear that the town does not want the fee to create a 
burden that would shut individuals out of the process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Adjournment 

Doug made a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:44. 

 

Posted: Katie Zelle, Clerk 
 


